THE   LADY  AND   THE   UNICORN             4!
still she was left in the garden with only Robert,
When Robert held her and kissed her she felt as
cool and detached as a cloud; watching the shape
of his ear against the sky, she wondered if she
were really In love.
4'You'll come to-morrow?" he whispered.
"Earlier than to-night?"
She turned her cheek on his shoulder to hide a
little yawn.
Belle went to Lepri's restaurant and brought
back a fancy hat made as well as a real one> and a
grey velvet hippopotamus with pink feet.
"What nonsense/5 cried auntie. "How can
people go there to be given such childish
things?"
"It was a gala night," boasted Bella. "It cost
twelve rupees for each person's dinner."
"Twelve rupees!" screeched auntie, and then
was silent as she tried to calculate how many
dinners she could have given for that
Against this glamour Robert gave Rosa a paper
of carnations and a pair of gloves.
"Why gloves?" asked Rosa,
"I have never seen someone wear gloves/* ex-
plained Robert shyly. "Even if you don't wear
them I should like to think you had them."
Robert was too reverent and too gentle; he
kissed her as if she were precious and holy, not at
all as she wanted to be kissed. She wanted someone
easy and gay> she wanted to dance and have an
evening dress and be given at least cigarettes and
scent, not gloves and flowers*